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Events
News Release
Aviation Students from U of M, Crookston to Participate in Flight Competition at
Crookston Municipal Airport for Region 5 Safecon; University of North Dakota serves as
host October 13-16, 2010
Five colleges in the upper Midwest will be participating in a flight competition as part of the National Intercollegiate Flying
Association (NIFA) in mid-October. The Region 5 Safecon will kick off with a briefing on Wednesday, October 13, 2010, in Youngquist
Auditorium located at the Northwest Research and Outreach Center adjacent to the campus of the University of Minnesota,
Crookston. The competition runs through Saturday, October 16 with much of the activity taking place at the Crookston Municipal
Airport. The event is hosted by the University of North Dakota (UND) with assistance from Mike Vivion, chief pilot at the U of M,
Crookston and his staff.
Students must meet eligibility requirements to compete in the wide range of contests designed to test skills such areas as
navigation, message drop, computer accuracy, aircraft inspection, and others. The Region 5 Safecon will be the first time the U of
M, Crookston will have a team in the competition. Members of that team include two seniors Andrew Knapton, Rockford, Minn.,
Anthony Young, St. Cloud, Minn., and a junior Nongye Lo, St. Paul, Minn.
Students at the Crookston campus majoring in aviation learn aviation fundamentals through a partnership with UND and the U of
M, Crookston. Other colleges competing include Iowa State University; Minnesota State University, Mankato; St. Cloud State
University; and the University of Dubuque.
NIFA sponsors the flying competitions which include both flight and ground-based competitions for member schools. The
competitions are held first at the regional level and winners of the regional competition move on to a national contest.  
For information about the competition, contact Mike Vivion at 218-281-8114.
The National Intercollegiate Flying Association was formed for the purposes of developing and advancing aviation education; to
promote, encourage and foster safety in aviation; to promote and foster communications and cooperation between aviation
students, educators, educational institutions and the aviation industry; and to provide an arena for collegiate aviation competition.
For more information, visit www.nifa.us.
Today the University of Minnesota, Crookston delivers 29 bachelor's degree programs, 18 minors, and more than 40
concentrations, including several online degrees, in the areas of agriculture and natural resources; business; liberal arts and
education; and math, science and technology.  With an enrollment of about 1,400 undergraduates from more than 25 countries
and 40 states, the Crookston campus offers a supportive, close-knit atmosphere that leads to a prestigious University of
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